
derived energy generation, CCS can serve as a bridge technology for smoothing the transition to 

dramatically reduced greenhouse gas emissions in a fast and cost-effective manner. 

The HECA plant and corresponding Elk Hills enhanced oil recovery project is the first 

project of its kind in the state and can go a long way toward proving and providing the benefits 

oflow-carbon fossil fuel energy generation and CCS to California. Accordingly, EDF's 

participation in this case is not meant to signify opposition or a desire to derail the project, rather 

our focus is to assist the Energy Commission Siting Division as it navigates the unique 

combination and application ofpermitting authorities and agencies associated with this case. 

Additionally, EDF recognizes the need to conduct the current proceedings within a timeframe 

that will allow this project to take advantage of funds procured under the American Recovery 

and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) as well as in a manner that allows the permitting decisions to 

serve as beneficial precedent for future carbon sequestration projects. Therefore, we do not 

intend to delay the siting proceeding, but rather to ensure the project includes sufficiently 

rigorous and accurate monitoring, verification and reporting for carbon dioxide subsurface 

injection (and sequestration). 

EDF's position on carbon capture and sequestration in this proceeding is that compliance 

with existing state environmental laws, greenhouse gas reduction goals, and federal government 

grant procurement guidelines demands the overall Hydrogen Energy project achieve the 

monitoring, verification and reporting ("MVR") necessary to accurately account for the amount 

of carbon dioxide that remains in the subsurface. Such MVR is key to documenting and 

providing reasonable assurance that the C02 will remain trapped in the subsurface indefinitely. 

While EDF acknowledges that the power generation entity, Hydrogen Energy, does not operate 



or control the C02 injection site, the power generation project emissions are nevertheless 

mitigated by the C02 injection, meaning the plans to perform MVR must therefore be 

considered alongside the overall project permitting documents. 

Pursuant to EDF's interest in preventing climate change and developing CCS as a bridge 

technology for California's transition to a low-carbon economy, EDF's focus in this siting case 

will primarily center on the C02 capture and sequestration aspect of the project. We do 

however acknowledge that the Commission and other California state agencies have a threshold 

responsibility to defend traditional environmental interests and standards as they make room for 

innovative technology like that presented in the HECA application to gain a foothold in 

California. EDF supports this mission and intends to work with the agency in this endeavor 

within this proceeding. EDF therefore reserves the right to participate and comment on other 

aspects of the project as they arise in the commission's proceeding. 

IV. Timing of this Petition 

This petition for intervention is timely because neither a Pre-hearing Conference nor a 

hearing pursuant to sections 1725, 1748, or 1944 has been scheduled. 

V. Planned participation ofEDF 

EDF wishes to participate fully in all phases of this proceeding. EDF also wishes to 

reserve the right to present evidence and to cross-examine witnesses if such involvement is 

needed. 



For all foregoing reasons, EDF respectfully urges the Commission to grant its petition to 

intervene in this proceeding and allow it to participate as a party. 

Respectfully submitted, 

April 27, 2010 /s/ Timothy O'Connor 
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